Mental Health Vested Interests Increasingly Under Attack
Lawsuits expose fraud and cover-up in the psycho-pharmaceutical industry
 
        Vested interests in the mental health industry are coming under increasing scrutiny as millions are put at risk by the hidden side effects of psychiatric drugs.  In the second attack this week against antipsychotic manufacturers for misleading safety information and fraudulent marketing practices, the Texas attorney general's office has joined a lawsuit against drug manufacturer Johnson & Johnson and several subsidiaries.  The lawsuit, unsealed last week, says the drug companies misrepresented the side effects, long-term health risks and effectiveness of the antipsychotic drug, Risperdal, and unduly influenced at least one leading mental health official.
 
        This official, Dr. Steven Shon, was recently forced to leave his job with the state due to allegations of inappropriate financial ties to the pharmaceutical companies whose drugs he was promoting through a state program called the Texas Medication Algorithm Project (TMAP).  TMAP, implemented in dozens of states, requires doctors to treat their patients with the newest, most expensive psychotropic drugs presented by the pharmaceutical industry, despite FDA warnings that these drugs cause suicide, homicidal ideation, mania, psychosis, diabetes, heart attack, stroke and sudden death.  This state program reaps in huge profits for drug companies--according to the Texas Health and Human Services Commission, in a recent three-year period, more than $190 million for Medicaid claims was paid in Texas for the antipsychotic Risperdal, whose manufacturer helps to fund the TMAP.  
 
        Another antipsychotic manufacturer, Eli Lilly, was the subject of national controversy this week after The New York Times published multiple articles, based on internal company documents, that exposed how Lilly misrepresents the side effects its antipsychotic, Zyprexa, including obesity, high blood pressure and diabetes, and illegally markets off-label uses of the drug.   As a result of Lilly's negligence, last year the company had to pay $750 million to settle suits by 8,000 people who developed medical problems, including diabetes, after taking Zyprexa. There is no end to the litigation in sight, as The New York Times reports that thousands of suits are still pending against Zyprexa's manufacturer, Eli Lilly, due to high blood sugar and diabetes caused by the drug.  The FDA, with deeply embedded financial ties to pharmaceutical companies, is failing to protect consumers from the dangers of antipsychotics and other psychiatric drugs, prescribed for diagnoses which cannot be backed up by any objective, scientific tests, such as blood tests, brain scans or X-rays.  For more information on the dangers of psychiatric drugs, read the Report on the Escalating International Warnings on Psychiatric Drugs by the Citizens Commission on Human Rights or visit www.cchr.org.
